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General Meeting – Wednesday 15th May 2024 

CONFIDENTIAL  

Local Government Act Qld 2009 

 

Section 4(2) of the Local Government Act Qld 2009 state that the local government principles are: 
 

a) Transparent and effective processes, and decision-making in the public interest 
b) Sustainable development and management of assets and infrastructure, and delivery of effective 

services 
c) Democratic representation, social inclusion and meaningful community engagement 
d) Good governance of, and by, local government 
e) Ethical and legal behavior of councilors and local government employees 

 

 

Local Government Regulation 2012 
 
Section 254(J) Closed meetings: 
 

(1) A local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the local government be closed to the 
public. 

(2) A committee of a local government may resolve that all or part of a meeting of the committee be closed 
to the public.  

(3) However, a local government or a committee of a local government may make a resolution about a 
local government meeting under subsection (1) or (2) only if its Councillors or members consider it 
necessary to close the meeting to discuss one or more of the following matters –  

a) The appointment, dismissal or discipline of a chief executive officer 
b) Industrial matters affecting employees 
c) The local government’s budget 
d) Rating concessions 
e) Legal advice obtained by the Council or legal proceedings involving the local government 

including, for example, legal proceedings that may be taken by or against the local 
government 

f) Matters that may directly affect the health and safety of an individual or group of individuals 
g) Negotiations relating to a commercial matter involving the local government for which a public 

discussion would be likely to prejudice the interests of the local government 
h) Negotiations relating to the taking of land by the local government under the Acquisition of 

Land Act 1967 
i) A matter the local government is required to keep confidential under a law of, or formal 

arrangement with, the Commonwealth or a State 
j) An investigation report given to the local government under chapter 5A, part 3, division 5 of 

the Act.  
 

(4) However, a local government of a committee of a local government must not resolve that a part of a 
local government meeting at which a decision mentioned in section 150ER(2), 150ES(3) or 150EU(2) 
of the Act will be considered, discussed, voted on or made to be closed.  
 

(5) A resolution that a local government meeting be closed must –  
 

a) State the matter mentioned in subsection (3) that is to be discussed; and 
b) Include an overview of what is to be discussed while the meeting is closed. meeting be closed 

must state the nature of the matters to be considered while the  
c) meeting is closed. 

 
(6) A local government or a committee of a local government must not make a resolution (other than a 

procedural resolution) in a local government meeting, or a part of a local government meeting, that is 
closed.   
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General Meeting – Wednesday 15th May 2024 

CONFIDENTIAL  

 
OPEN SESSION AGENDA 

  
 

1. OPENING OF THE MEETING AND SIGNING OF THE ATTENDANCE BOOK 

2. ACKNOWLEDGEMENT TO COUNTRY   

3. PRAYER 

4. APOLOGIES, CONDOLENCES AND CONGRATULATIONS 

5. CONFIRMATION OF GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

6. CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ARISING FROM GENERAL MEETING MINUTES 

7. CONSIDERATION OF DCS OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

8. CONSIDERATION OF DES OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

9. CONSIDERATION OF CEO OPEN SESSION REPORTS 

10. CONSIDERATION OF CLOSED SESSION REPORTS 

11. CONSIDERATION OF OPEN ADDENDUM REPORTS 

12. CONSIDERATION OF GENERAL BUSINESS 

13. CONCLUSION  

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Page 3 of 65



General Meeting – Wednesday 15th May 2024 

CONFIDENTIAL  

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MEETING MINUTES 

General Meeting – 24th April 2024                   5 - 14 
 

 CONSIDERATION OF BUSINESS ARISING  

Business Arising                     15 
 

 DIRECTOR CORPORATE SERVICES – OPEN SESSION REPORTS  

Briefing Report   16 

1   

Financial Performance (Actual v Budget) for the period 1 July 2023 to 30th April 2024                    17 – 37 
 

 DIRECTOR ENGINEERING SERVICES – OPEN SESSION REPORTS  

Briefing Report    38 – 41 
 

 CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER – OPEN SESSION REPORTS  

 FOR YOUR INFORMATION  

Briefing Report    42 - 50 
 

For Your Information 51 
Letter – Office of the Director-General: Notice of mandatory councillor training    
Letter – Advance Cairns: Advance Cairns Roadmap 2034 A Framework to Strengthen FNQ 
Letter – NWQROC: Proposed Injection of CO2 into the Great Artesian Basin by CTSCo 
Letter – Tourism Tropical North Queensland    
Letter – Office of the Director-General: 2024 Bike Riding Encouragement Program Community Grants   
Letter – LGAQ: District 11 North West representative on the Association’s Policy Executive   
Email – Department of Agriculture & Fisheries: Queensland Invasive Plants and Animals Strategy    
 
 
 

Page 4 of 65



Page 5 of 65



Page 6 of 65



Page 7 of 65



Page 8 of 65



Page 9 of 65



Page 10 of 65



Page 11 of 65



Page 12 of 65



Page 13 of 65



Page 14 of 65



Business Arising
# Resolution Officer Action Taken Progress

24th April 2024 - Genereal Meeting
24.04.07 That Council resolve to adopt the reviewed RADF Advisory Committee Terms of Reference as presented. DCS Noted Complete

24.04.08 That Council note the completion of the review of the ESC – C056 Councillor Remuneration Policy, and re-adopt the reviewed version. DCS Noted and Policy register updated Complete

24.04.10
That Council resolves that prior to accepting the strategic plan to upgrade the existing floodway as presented, that the matter be deferred to a 

future workshop.
DES

The strategy plan to upgrade the existing floodway will be 

presented  after road register workshop
In progress

24.04.11
 That Council resolves to accept the 10 year AC pipe replacement program.

DES
Annula budget will be prepared based on the 10 year AC 

replacment program 
Complete

24.04.12
That Council resolve to defer the above matter (review and re-adoption of the ESC - C031 – Gates and Grids Policy) to a future meeting of 

Council. 
DES The  Policy will be presented after the road register workshop In progress

24.04.14

That Council resolve to:
 -Respond to Department of Resources by 1st May 2024 accepting the Offer of Issue of Deed for part of Lot 4 on Crown plan CD35
 -Pay the prescribed purchase amount of $17550.34

CEO Offer has been accepted. Complete

24.04.15 That Council resolve to adopt the Sun Smart Policy as presented. CEO Noted and Policy register updated Complete

24.04.18 Council received the update on operations at L28-30 on SP217469. CEO Noted and awaiting confirmation from the Ombudsmen Office Complete

24.04.19 That Council resolve to write off debtors outstanding balances including part paid invoices 12049,12083, and 11641. DCS Noted and records amended Complete

24.04.20

That Council resolves to accept the quote (Unit rates   EX.GST) provided by Robinson Civil Construction (RCG) for the KDR Pavement 

rehabilitation project subject to the accommodation and meals not exceeding $18,000. The quoted unit rates are:

 1.Wirtgen W240 or W2400 2.4 m width x 300 mm depth

      Daily Hire (Day Rate)  =$ 3600  per day

     Mobilisation to and from site = 210 per hour

     Operator Establishment and travel = 80 per hour
 2.Streumster Spreader Truck- 16 m3 or 20 m3

Day hire = $ 1600 per day

Mobilisation to and from site = 1600 per day

Operator Establishment and travel = 80 per hour
 3.ISO Containers and Compressor

Day hire = $ 1250 per day

Mobilisation to and from site = 12621 (Lump Sum)
 4.Gb Cement Delivered to site =  $ 450 per tonne

The Estimated cost for the pavement stabilsation works that will be carried out by RCG is $ 277,019 (Ex.GST)

DES PO will be  raised  before commencing the  works In progress

Outstanding Business
3rd April 2024 - Special Meeting

SP24.04.04
That Council resolves to accept the quote provided by Cann Concrete Pty Ltd to construct footpath and kerb. Gutter along the Saint George Street in 

Georgetown to the value of $377,513.40 Incl GST
DES PO raised. Complete

21st February 2024

24.02.16
That Council receive the report on the Georgetown Student Hostel and instruct the CEO to present a report to strategically addressed issues to 

the next Council Meeting. 
CEO Commenced planning In progress

15th November 2023
23.11.22 That Council resolve to consider water connection to the Georgetown Cemetery. DES Will be considered for 24/25 budget For budget consideration

23.11.25 That Council resolve to urgently seek costings for the erection of perimeter fence and remedial work at the Lynd Medical Centre. DES Quotes are being sought and land tenure being secured For budget consideration

16th August 2023

23.08.12

That Council receive Ms Taylor’s Mt Surprise Land Use Survey Report, and adopt the following recommendations made therein, specifically: -
 1.The recommendations for Category 1, Category 2, Category 3, Category 4, Category 5, Category 6 and Category 7, outlined in the report, 

where appropriate; and

 2.Council make enquiries with the State government in relation to Lot 11 SP252513, area 3.58 hectares, Reserve for Township and Trucking 

with Council as Trustee, to determine if the Occupation Lease (352OL454)  can be cancelled and the lot transferred to Council as freehold 

land, to facilitate future development opportunities afforded by the Industrial Precinct designation of the lot, which was supported by the State, 

when preparing the 2020 Planning Scheme for the Shire.

DCS Referred to consulting Town Planner for action In progress
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ACTING DIRECTOR OF CORPORATE SERVICES – BRIEFING REPORT 

GENERAL MEETING:  May  2024 

 
Mayor and Councillors 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12 
Georgetown, QLD 4871 
 
Councillors  

 

I present my report for the period of:  April  2024 

 

Cultural Easement-Ewamian People 

The matter is ongoing. The survey has been completed and Council’s Legal Representative in this matter 

Andrew Kerr will lodge the necessary documentation with the Department of Natural Resources(Lands)-Title 

Office. 

 

Depot Operations-L28-30 on SP 217469-Reed Fisher 

The required response updating the Ombudsman on progress in respect of adherence of the Landowner to the 

conditions imposed by Council within the original Planning Decision Notice has been provided. 

Council’s Consulting Planner Liz Taylor is continuing to follow up on outstanding matters. 

Council Facility Keyless Entry System 

Council’s IT Manager Jason Karsten is lead on this project. Jason has been communicating regularly with the 

technicians to ensure the transition to operational is as smooth and efficient as possible. 

 

Housing Infrastructure Grant-Affordable Housing 

Council’s Solicitor Preston Law is conducting a review of the Draft Delivery Deed, Mortgage Terms and 

Covenant. Once the review is received any proposed amendments will be discussed with myself and Preston 

Law will liaise with the Department of Housing to ensure the documents are fit for execution by Council. 

 

North West Queensland Economic Development Strategy-Grant Application-Upgrade Casey’s Rest  

The submission has been completed and lodged. Evidence of likely financial support from QPS has also been 

provided under separate cover. No further information has been requested so I’m assuming advice of success 

or otherwise will be received in due course and all going well, in the short term. 

I am currently off-site in Highfields and am scheduled to be back in the office on Monday 27th May for a period 

of approximately 2 weeks. As and when available I’m providing periodic support from my home office in the 

interim. 

Regards 

Neil J. Crotty 

Acting Director of Corporate Services 
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General Meeting 15th May 2024 

Subject Financial performance for the period 1st July 2023 to April 30 

Classification Open 

Author Laurie Hawker Finance Manager 

  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY  

Tenth month End of Month report for April 2024, Section 204 of the local Government Regulation 2012 requires the 

Chief Executive Officer to present a financial report of its accounts to the Local Government at least monthly.  

 

RECOMMENDATION  

That Council pursuant to Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 receive the report. 

 

 
BACKGROUND  
The monthly financial report of Council provides a snapshot of Councils financial performance (Profit and Loss), 
financial position (Balance Sheet) and cash flow for the reporting period.  
 
LINK TO CORPORATE PLAN  
Corporate aim No 5 :Best practice corporate governance and organisational excellence. 
 
Strategy No 5.3.1 ensure transparency of Council’s financial operations and performance and promote awareness 
within the community of councils financial management and other strategies.   
 
BUDGET & RESOURCE CONSIDERATIONS  
There are no Budget or resource Considerations contained within this report. 
 
LEGAL CONSIDERATIONS  
Section 204 of the Local Government Regulation 2012 requires the Chief Executive Officer to present a financial 
report to the Councils monthly meeting. The financial report is to be as close the last day of the month of the reporting 
period as possible.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
Advice if called. 

 
CONSULTATION 

Please consult Council’s Community Engagement Policy in conjunction with the IAP2 Spectrum for guidance. 

Consultation Tick  Policy Consideration Action 

No consultation required ☒ Click or tap here to enter text. Click or tap here to enter text. 

Inform ☐ 

Consult ☐ 

Involve ☐ 

Collaborate ☐ 

Empower ☐ 

 
RISK ASSESSMENT  
Risk Assessment Outcome: Assess likelihood and consequence to calculate outcome (Low, Medium, High) 

CONSEQUENCE     

LIKELIHOOD* Insignificant 1 Minor 2 Moderate 3 Major 4 Catastrophic 5 

A (Almost certain)  H  H  E  E  E  

B (Likely)  M  H H E E 
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C (Possible)  L  M  H  E  E  

D (Unlikely)  L L M H E 

E (Rare)  L  L  M  H  H  

  

 

Report Prepared By:  Report Authorised By:  

Laurie Hawker  Ken Timms, Chief Executive Officer 

Date: 07/05/2024   Date: 07/05/2024 

 

ATTACHMENTS 

Include attachments such as:  

- Financial Report as at 30 April 2024 
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DIRECTOR OF ENGINEERING SERVICES – BRIEFING REPORT 

GENERAL MEETING:  May  2024 

 

Mayor and Councillors 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12 
Georgetown, QLD 4871 
 
Councillors, 

  

I present my report for the period of:  April  2024 

1. Transport Main Roads 

 Bundock camera and gauge (Water height sensor) is not functioning and TMR is working on it . 

 Permanent electronic road closure sign for Lynd Roadhouse that can be changed via 4G/5G networks and will be 
funded by the TMR  

 Log Creek and Somerset Creek funding has been sourced for electronic warning signs. TMR is working on it. 
 

2. Grants (LRCIP Round 3) 

 Forsayth Transfer Station Construction project - Work in progress.  

 Industrial estate – Work in progress 

 Construction of spoon drain in Einasleigh – Completed 

 Drainage upgrade Sports Centre - Completed 

 Resealing program on Forsayth Einasleigh Road – Completed 

 Construction of drainage works in Forsayth – Completed 

 Resealing work in Terrestrial Carpark – Completed 

 Resealing work in Baroota Street, Einasleigh – scheduled for June 2024 

 Variation requests have been lodged to LRCIP approved. 
 

3. Works for Queensland 

 St George Street (main street in Georgetown) to create a visual aesthetic, such as alterations to parking 
arrangements, improvements to safety such as lighting, pedestrian access points to improve safety, plants – Work 
in progress. 

 Additional structures for spectator safety and comfort shelter and shade - hip roof on north and south edges of 
sport play areas. – Contract has been awarded for design and preparation of construction drawing for the roof 
extension work. Waiting for structural engineer’s report. 

 Improved drainage to main street in Einasleigh – Major works completed except hand rails . 

 In-line with the Disaster Management plan, installing identification and directional signage to for rural properties. – 
Work in progress 
 

4. Passenger Transport Infrastructure Investment Program (PTIIP) 

 Bus stop in Mount Surprise – Work in progress 
 

5. Heavy Vehicle Safety Productivity Program (HVSPP) 

 Georgetown washdown bay – Work in progress     

 Georgetown Airstrip – Funding application has been lodged. 
 

6. Bridge Renewal Program 

 Queenslander Creek Box culvert, Forsayth – Tender is in progress, 

 Application for the Gilbert  River / Greens Road had been lodged and waiting for  results .  
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7. Transport Infrastructure Development Scheme 

 Forsayth – Einasleigh Road (27.77 km to 36.37 Km) – Works in progress    
 

8. Rural Addressing 

 Zone 1 – completed.  

 Zone 2 – completed.  

 Zone 5 – completed.  

 Zone 3 and 4 – work in progress.  
 

9. Council Own Source 

Forsayth 

 Preparation of scope of work for tendering is in progress. 
 

Einasleigh  

 Preparation of scope of work for tendering is in progress. 
 

Georgetown  

 Preparation of scope of work for tendering is in progress. 
 
Mount Surprise 

 Waiting for  DRF approval for detail design the drainage network. 

 Dump point sewer tank re  installation – Completed.  

 Preparation of scope of work for tendering is in progress 
 
Kidston 

 Construction of columbarium wall completed except tile roof 
 

10. State of Queensland Affordable Housing Project 

The Work Progress of the ILH ( Independent Living Houses ) Project is as follows: 

1. The boundary and road alignment has been set out on the site. 

2. The Degrass Opera�on with the removal of topsoil has been arranged from 14th May 2024. Possibly it will take 

about 3 to 4 days. 

3. The conflict of the exis�ng electric pole with the new road design has been informed to the relevant par�es 

(Ergon and ERSCON) to solve the problem. 

4. The precast pipes with related materials for storm water have been requested for quotes prior to ordering. 

5. The precise se/ng out has been arranged from 17th May 2024 a1er the Degrass Opera�on. 

 

11. North West Mineral Province Project 

Footpath (140 m x 2 m )  construction towards to the Golf Club is in progress 
 

12. Sealing / Resealing works for various works  

Tender for sealing and re- sealing works   for following roads will be closed on 30th May 2024 at 12 noon. The out comes 

of the tender evaluation will be submitted by flying minutes in First week of June 2024 for comments / approval as the few 

sealing  and resealing projects are  required to complete by the end of June 2024. 

 

Sealing works: 

 Kennedy Development Road (Lynd to Hughenden)  

 Forsayth – Einasleigh Road 

 Forsayth Transfer Satiation  

 Georgetown Independent Living  

 

Re sealing  

 Hayman Street – Georgetown 

 Einasleigh Road (Ch.9 km to 18 km)  
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 Collins Street, Georgetown  

 Crampton Street, Georgetown 

 Cumberland Street, Georgetown 

 Undara Road Mount Surprise  

 

 

Regards 

 

Raju Ranjit  

Director of Engineering Services 
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ETHERIDGE  SHIRE COUNCIL CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS

2023-24

As of End of  March 2024

Job Number Project Description Project title Aproved Budget Total Project cost Actual year to date 2023-24
% of 2023-24 

budget

Responsible 

Officer

Officers update, ie % of completion, what's 

been done, commitments, etc
Project Status 

(traffic lights)

Approved budget W4Q4 Council own fund LRCIP2 LRCIP3 LRCIP4 RTR TIDS BRP / HVSPP Recovery and Resilence 

North West Mineral 

Provice ( round 2)

3411-4500-0001

St George Street (main street in Georgetown) to create a 

visual asthetic, such as aterations to parking ararangements, 

improvements to safety such as lighting, pedestrian access 

points to improve safety , plants. 

Georgetown - Streetscaping in main street

 $                               700,000.00 400,000.00 $700,000 $1,004 0.25% DES

3411-4500-0002

Additional structures for spectator safety and comfort 

shelter and shade -  hip roof on north and south edges of 

sport play areas. Georgetown Sports Centre $152,439 270,000.00 $270,000 $56,094 20.78% DES 5.12.2023 work in progress

3411-4500-0003

Improved drainage to main street in Einasleigh - near hotel Construction of spoon drain (200 m lojg x 700 mm wide 

), upgrade of one existing pipe culvert - Einasleigh 

 $                               213,088.00 140,000.00  $                         110,000.00  $                               250,000.00 $213,088 85.24% DES

works completed except one additional item 

i.e hand rail

3411-4500-0004

Water reticulation system for Forsayth and Georgetown Water reticulation telemetry

$100,000 100,000.00  $                               100,400.00 $100,400 100.40% DES

5.12.2023- Purchase order has been 

issued.29.12.2023 works in progress

3411-4500-0005

In-line with the Disaster Management plan, installinig 

identification and directional signage to for rural properties. 

Rural Addressing

100,000.00  $                               100,000.00  $                                             8,081.00 8.08% DES 5.12.2023 Work in progress

3411-4500-0006

Fence to create security and aesthetics along side of the 

approach to the new Charleston Dam.

Forsayth Cemetery Fence 40,000.00

 $                                 40,000.00  $                                           40,873.96 102.18% DES

3620-4500-0002

Improving drainage and off-street parking at the sports 

centre in Georgetown, to prevent erosion and improve 

runoff quality

Drainage Upgrade – Sports Centre***

 $                           45,602.00  $                          500,000.00  $                               543,602.00 $543,602 100.00% DES Project completed on 2/11/2023

3620-4500-0001

Construction of a new transfer station and close the old 

landfill site at Forsayth, which does not comply with current 

environmental conditions. The transfer station will be 

available for the public to use as is the current landfill site.

Forsayth Transfer Station  $                         500,000.00  $                               500,000.00  $                                         220,823.00 44.16% DES Work in Progress

3620-4500-0003

Reseal on the Forsayth Einasleigh Road between chainage 1 

– 8.7 km.

Reseal Forsayth Einasleigh Road

 $                         400,000.00  $                               400,000.00  $                                         399,739.30 99.93% DES

completed 

3620-4500-0004 Development of industrial estate at Georgetown. 

Construction will involve providing upgrades to the 

industrial estate including upgrade to the intersection and 

trunk water main. Project will result in improved service to 

the community, and improve access, safety and potable 

water capacity to the area

Industrial Estate ******  $                        682,888.00  $                           40,000.00  $                               722,888.00  $                                             6,024.00 0.83% DES

3620-4500-0005

Construction of storm water drainage  ( 150 m x 450 mm 

diameter blackmix pipe ) - Forsayth

Construction of storm water drainage  ( 150 m x 450 

mm diameter blackmix pipe ) - Forsayth  $                         240,000.00  $                               240,000.00  $                                         234,369.00 97.65%

DES

Work in Progress

3620-4500-0006

Re sealing work ( 1095 m x 6 m ) in Baroota Street in 

Einasleigh 

Re sealing work ( 1095 m x 6 m ) in Baroota Street in 

Einasleigh  $                           52,000.00  $                                 52,000.00  $                                                         -   0.00%

DES

Scheduled  for June 2024

3620-4500-0007

Re sealing work ( 25 m x30 m ) in Terrestrial centre  car park 

, Georgetown 

Re sealing work ( 25 m x30 m ) in Terrestrial centre  car 

park , Georgetown  $                           40,000.00  $                                 40,000.00  $                                           40,000.00 100.00%

DES

sealing work done on  24/4/2024

4020-4500-0001

Reseal of the road between chainage 8.7 – 16.4km Forsayth Einasliegh Road

 $                        286,549.00  $                               413,935.54 $413,936 144.46% DES 10.11.2023 Job completed in 2022/2023

4091-4501-0001 Reseal of the runway, taxiway and apron Georgetown Aerodrome  $                        240,000.00  $                               137,341.00 $137,341 57.23% DES 10.11.2023  Job  completed

4020-4530-0001 Survey & Design

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  ( 27.77 km to 30.07 km )  

upgrade unsealed road 

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  ( 27.77 km to 30.07 km )  

upgrade unsealed road  $                               450,000.00  $                        253,790.00  $                           89,510.00  $                          343,300.00  $                               686,600.00  $                                         143,451.25 20.89% DES

Work in progress

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (30.07 km to 32.37 km )  

upgrade unsealed road 

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (30.07 km to 32.37 km )  

upgrade unsealed road  $                          343,300.00  $                               686,600.00  $                                         150,000.00 21.85% DES

Work in progress

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (32.37 km to 34.37 km )  

upgrade unsealed road 

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (32.37 km to 34.37 km )  

upgrade unsealed road  $                          394,589.00  $                               789,178.00  $                                           85,000.00 10.77% DES

Work in progress

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (34.37 km to 36.37 km )  

upgrade unsealed road 

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (34.37 km to 36.37 km )  

upgrade unsealed road  $                          291,411.00  $                               582,822.00  $                                           80,000.00 13.73% DES

Work in progress

4020-4530-0002

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (36.37 km to 37.10 km )  

upgrade unsealed road 

Forsayth - Einasleigh Road  (36.37 km to 37.10 km )  

upgrade unsealed road  $                          291,411.00  $                               582,822.00  $                                             5,000.00 0.86% DES

Work in progress

4012-4500-0001 First Street Forsayth Drainage (Survey+Design) First Street Forsayth Drainage (Survey+Design)  $                                 50,000.00  $                                 10,718.90  $                                           10,718.90 100.00% DES Design completed

4040-4500-0001

Bridge / Box culvert - Queenslander Creek -  North Head 

Road, Forsayth

Bridge / Box culvert - Queenslander Creek -  North Head 

Road, Forsayth  $                               200,000.00  $                              800,000.00 1,000,000  $                                           38,261.74 3.83% DES Tendering in progress

5151-4504-0001

Washdown facility - Georgetown (Survey & Design) Washdown facility - Georgetown (Survey & Design)

 $                               150,000.00  $                              600,000.00 38,763  $                                           38,762.76 100.00% DES

Design completed

5151-4504-0002

Washdown facility - Georgetown (Qleave) Washdown facility - Georgetown (Qleave)

 $                               412,000.00  $                                             2,424.66 0.59% DES

Work in progress

5151-4504-0003

Washdown facility - Georgetown (Construction) Washdown facility - Georgetown (Construction)

 $                               299,237.00  $                                                510.76 0.17% DES

Work in progress

4064-4500-0002

Cemetery Road ( Einasleigh ) Cemetery Road ( Einasleigh ) 

 $                                    4,000.00  $                            4,000.00  $                                   4,000.00 $0 0.00% DES Not done yet

4064-4500-0003

Third Street Third Street

 $                                    6,750.00  $                            6,750.00  $                                   6,750.00 $0 0.00% DES Not done yet

4061-4504-0001

Haldane Street  Resealing work   starts from 0 to 234 m measured from 

GDR towards north end  $                                 13,000.00  $                          13,000.00  $                                 13,000.00 $13,000 100.00% DES Completed

4061-4504-0002

High Street  Resealing work   starts from 0 to1094  m measured 

from Short Street  $                                 60,000.00  $                          60,000.00  $                                 60,000.00 $60,000 100.00% DES Completed

4061-4504-0003

Low Street  Resealing work   starts from 0 to995  m measured from 

Short Street  $                                 58,750.00  $                          60,000.00  $                                 58,750.00 $58,750 100.00% DES Completed

4061-4504-0004

Short Street  Resealing work   starts from 0 to 252  m measured from 

Saint George Street  $                                 14,000.00  $                          14,000.00  $                                 14,000.00 $14,000 100.00% DES Completed

4061-4504-0005

South Street  Resealing work   starts from 0 to 678  m measured from 

Saint George Street  $                                 35,000.00  $                          35,000.00  $                                 35,000.00 $35,000 100.00% DES Completed

4061-4504-0006

St George Steet  Resealing work   starts from 0 to 231  m measured from 

GDR to wards north  $                                 29,000.00  $                          29,000.00  $                                 29,000.00 $29,000 100.00% DES Completed

4065-4500-0001

Oak Park Road  Resealing work   starts from 0 to 650  m measured from 

KDR  $                                 45,000.00  $                          45,000.00  $                                 45,000.00 $0 0.00% DES Scheduled in June 2024

4063-4500-0001

Cox lane  Resealing work   starts from 0 to94  m measured from 

GDR  $                                    4,000.00  $                            4,000.00  $                                   4,000.00 $4,000 100.00% DES Completed

4063-4500-0002

Garnet  Street  Resealing work   starts from 0 to 225  m measured from 

GDR  $                                 11,000.00  $                          11,000.00  $                                 11,000.00 $11,000 100.00% DES Completed

4061-4504-0008

Re sealing work in Hayman Street , Georgetown, work area 

starts from chainage 0 m and ends at chainage 319 m 

measure from Green street

Re sealing work in Hayman Street , Georgetown, work 

area starts from chainage 0 m and ends at chainage 319 

m measure from Green street  $                          17,000.00  $                                 17,000.00 $0 0.00% DES Scheduled in June 2024

4060-4500-0002

Floodway replacment - Agate Creek Road- Ch.16.833 Floodway replacment - Agate Creek Road- Ch.17831

 $                                 60,000.00  $                          60,000.00  $                                 60,000.00 DES RFQ stage 

4060-4500-0003

Floodway replacment - Oakleigh Station Raod - Ch 14700 ( 

100 m x 4 m x 0.25 m  reinforement concrete works )

Floodway replacment - Oakleigh Station Raod - Ch 

14700

 $                                 60,000.00  $                          60,000.00  $                               331,000.00 DES RFQ stage 

Culvert Replacment Culvert Replacment 

4060-4500-0016 Rosela plane Rosela  plane 1050 mm diameter singel row

 $                                 36,249.53  $                                 36,249.53 $14,890 100% DES Completed

4060-4500-0014 North Head Road _ Ch 21.09km North Head Road _ Ch 21.09km 

 $                                    9,500.00  $                                   9,500.00 $2,587 27% DES Work in progress

4060-4500-0011 Dulthera Station Road-Ch 45107 Dulthera Station Road-Ch 45108

 $                                    8,000.00  $                                   8,000.00 $0 DES Scheduled in June 2024

4060-4500-0001 Kidston Road ( old name Gilberton Road-ch.24680 Gilberton Road-ch.24680 ( Kidston Road, Kidston, The 

proposed pipe work is located at chainage 24679 m on 

the kidston Road measured from Gregory Development 

Road ( 1650 mm diameter x 3 cells )

 $                               107,500.00  $                          47,526.00  $                          59,974.00  $                               107,500.00 $1,260 1% DES `

4020-4500-0002 Forsayth  - Einasleigh Road, Forsayth .The  re -sealing 

works area starts from chainage 0.00 m to 470 m and 

530 m to 1310 m measured from  First street .  $                          50,000.00  $                                 50,000.00 $50,000 100% DES

4060-4500-0015 Vanlee Station Road- ch 9459 Vanlee Station Road- ch 9460

 $                                    8,000.00  $                                   8,000.00 $2,290 29% DES Schedule for June

4060-4500-0018 Gilberton Road- ch 81394 Gilberton Road- ch 81394

 $                                 16,500.00  $                                 16,500.00 $0 0% DES Schedule for June

4060-4500-0013 Kidston Road- ch 26545 Kidston Road- ch 26546

 $                                 16,750.00  $                                 16,750.00 $0 0% DES Schedule for June

4060-4500-0010 Dulthera Road- Ch. 38152 Dulthera Road- Ch. 38153

 $                                    8,000.00  $                                   8,000.00 $4,572 57% DES Schedule for June

Capital - Projects - 2023/2024

Funding source
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ETHERIDGE  SHIRE COUNCIL CAPITAL WORKS PROJECTS

2023-24

Job Number Project Description Project title Aproved Budget Total Project cost Actual year to date 2023-24
% of 2023-24 

budget

Responsible 

Officer

Officers update, ie % of completion, what's 

been done, commitments, etc
Project Status 

(traffic lights)
Funding source

4020-4540-0000

Signage - Einasleh Forsayth Road Signage - Einasleh Forsayth Road

 $                               167,000.00  $                               167,000.00 $130,000 77.84% DES Work in Progress

4011-4500-0001

Haymn Street Drainage Haymn Street Drainage

 $                               100,000.00  $                               100,000.00 $3,413 3.41% DES Survey completed, design in progress

5151-4507-0001

Bus Shelter- Mt. Surprise Bus Shelter- Mt. Surprise

 $                                 90,000.00  $                                 90,000.00 $15,995 17.77% DES

4020-4550-0001

Percy Vale Road realinment Percy Vale Road realinment 

 $                                 40,000.00  $                                 40,000.00 DES Scheduled for site visit on 7/5/2024

4320-4501-0008

Standpipe Georgetwon landfill Standpipe Georgetwon landfill

 $                                 15,000.00  $                                 15,000.00 DES Completed

5151-4500-0001

Footpath  construction towards Golf Course Footpath  construction towards Golf Course

 $                                 90,000.00  $                   90,000.00  $                                 60,000.00 DES Schedule for end of May 2024 

Total Capital 3,028,526.53 1,050,000.00 984,204.00 526,549.00 1,517,112.00 0.00 528,724.00 1,664,011.00 1,400,000.00 500,000.00 90,000.00 11,019,906.73 3,419,261.28
Approved budget 3,028,526.53 

External fundings 7,141,876.00 

Total Project cost 11,019,906.73 

Gap 849,504.20 
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER – BRIEFING REPORT 

 

GENERAL MEETING:  April  2024 

 
Mayor and Councillors 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12 
Georgetown, QLD 4871 

Councillors  

I present my report for the period of:  May  2024 

1. Update 

Welcome to my May 2024 “Briefing” Report. 

The weather has now dried up and everyone wants to use the roads.  The Works Team is finalising the emergent works 

that has been identified.  Approved emergent works is making the running surface trafficable and or signed for hazards.  

The Program / schedule for these works is available in the “Matters of Interest” monthly report and is also available on 

Council’s web page. 

We have also been working closely with TMR to minimise any disruption/s with regard to their bridge repair works in our 

Shire. Of note, TMR will also be undertaking correction work on GDR between the Etheridge River Bridge and Sandy 

Creek Bridge (Township – Georgetown) at the same time.   

Elsewhere in the Meeting reports is an update on QRA works. 

2. Operational Plan Matters 

Operationally Council has progressed well through the strategies set by Council. 

Special projects are still being managed as follows. 

1. Justin Fischer - remotely 
a. Charleston Dam and fish ladder. 

 

 There is still other auxiliary works being undertaken by specialist contractors. 
 

3. Evolving Issues 

Work Health & Safety scheme audit   Outcome  

National Heavy Vehicle      Fatigue Management, possible change to 6/1 

Charleston Dam audits      Outcome 

Earth Check accreditation    Outcome and a new coordinator 

Update on Federal Accreditation    TBA 

Internal Audit      Pending outcome from Pacifica review  

EOY Financial Audit     Planned for July and September 
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4. Projects 

I am currently working on the following projects, and if you have any comments do not hesitate to ask. 

 Charleston Dam – Justin Fischer and DES 
o Alterations of land tenure (actual water footprint) has Native Title considerations. 
o Regulator issues 

 Certification 

 Pending a Risk study 
 Planning for OMP and EAP annual reviews 
 An annual disaster exercise is planned for the 18th June 

o Reestablishment of the Fish ladder is also pending 
 

 Ewamian People 
o Caught up with Andrew Kerr 

 Access to the cultural site has been surveyed, pending registration 

 Concerns have been raised about ownership 

 Also there may be a requirement for a “road opening” 
 Outcomes from the meeting held on the 10th April 

 It is becoming more evident that ESC will have to pay an additional amount. 
 

 Economic Development Plan – Belinda Down 
o Status of an Economic Development Strategy 

 Working with State Development to develop a new Strategy for the shire 
 It will be presented to the new Council for consideration. 

 

 Road User Agreements 
o Genex/wind farm 
o Savannah Goldfields / Cobbold Gorge 
o Quartz mine 

 

 QRA Flood Damage – Shepherd Services – Clinton Mervis  
o Gravel Pits 

 Council is currently working through the new arrangements 
 Have received a further “please explain”  

o Update of current and previous works 
 23 event - Program to finalise the schedule of works 
 The new 23/24 event 

 

 Developments – Liz Taylor 
o FNQ Regional Plan 

 Currently working on same, with a view to finalise before October 24 
o FNQ Regional Infrastructure Plan 

 Finalising, delay subject to recent weather events  
o Industrial Subdivision 

 Working with RPS. This is proposed under an amendment to the planning scheme 
 Progressing well on transport and environment studies 

o Genex / Powerlink  
 Current Road User agreement and fulfilling conditions 
 Meeting with the Coordinator General of a proposal for a Wind Farm 

o Green Poly - Quartz Mine 
 Meeting with the Coordinator General, re Mt Surprise impacts 

o Future of other Gold / Mining exploration 
o Caravan park and industrial land in Mt Surprise 
o Extension to fuel outlet in Georgetown 
o Industrial block issues and link to the Ombudsman Office 
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 LDMG 
o Planned for Tuesday 18th June 

 it will be a meeting and a desk top exercise 
 Also have to fulfil a IGEM annual reporting process 
 The quarterly DDMG meeting was called off. 
 Fire Mitigation Plans are activated 

 Fire breaks 

 Fuel load reduction 
 

 Tourism Master Plan – Griffith, Brent Moyle and Co. 
o Funded projects 

 Master Plan – Totems, Entrance Signs and Pavilions 

 planned for early July 
 Funding application for Growing Our Region 
 Building Bush Tourism application – Cumberland Bird Hides 
 Funding application submitted for Casey’s Rest 

 

 The Lynd Drop-in Centre 
o Subject to acceptance of offer to purchase 
o From there Management will scope out works and arrange to undertake same. 

 

 Use of Council Land 
o Cobbold Gorge use of Charleston Dam 
o This would be an application under Council’s Local Law 

 

 Rodeo and Camp Draft Grounds – Georgetown 
o Land locked – limited options to improve situation. 

 

 Over grown allotments 
o Council has been vigilant in ensuring residents are clearing vegetation (over grown allotments) 

 This is for not only for aesthetic reasons, but for vermin control 
 Residents are getting notices 

 

 W4Q 
o Put your thinking caps on. 

 

 Housing 
o Construction of the Independent Living Housing is under way as demonstrated by the attached photos 

 Land - Civil works has commenced. 
o Construction of the Staff housing has been brought forward 

 

5. Calendar 

Over the past month 

 24th  Board Room Council Mee�ng 

 25th   Various  Anzac Day Services 

 30th     Depot  Dam Audit 

 1st  Board Room EMT 

 1st  Teams  ResilientQ 

 2nd  Cairns  Planning RPS 

 2nd  Cairns  Moray & Agnew 

 3rd  Cairns  Preston Law 

 3rd  Cairns  Doctor 

 8th 9th  Cloncurry FWIN 

 8th 9th  Cloncurry NWQROC 
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 13th  Teams  Advance Cairns and GSD 

 14th  Teams  QRA 

 14th  Sports Centre LGAQ Rural Futures 

 15th  Board Room Council Mee�ng 

 

Next month 

 16th  Board Room WH&S Mee�ng 

 20th 24th Gold Coast LGAQ Civic Leaders 

 28th  Teams  Gulf Water Plan 

 29th  Sports Centre Rates Workshop 

 30th  Teams  LRAP review 

 31st  Teams  LGMAQ connect 

 4th  Sports Centre LG Training 

 5th 7th  Cardwell FNQROC 

 10th 14th Various  Des�na�onQ 

 11th  Board Room GSD & TTNQ 

 18th  Sport Centre LDMG 

 19th  Board Room Council Mee�ng 

 

Regards 

Ken Timms PSM 

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER 
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Our reference: DGBN24/118 

 
 
18 April 2024 
 
 
Mr Ken Timms 
Chief Executive Officer 
Etheridge Shire Council 
Ken.Timms@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mr Timms 
 
I write regarding the commencement of the new council term and to alert you of your 
obligations as Chief Executive Officer and to the obligations of your councillors.  
 
 

 

Notice of mandatory councillor training 
 
All councillors must complete approved councillor training about the responsibilities of 
councillors. This requirement came into force in November 2023.  
 
The approved councillor training that all councillors must complete is the Compliance 
(Mandatory) module of the LG Leaders Program, which covers the following three topics: 
 
49. Code of Conduct 
50. Registers of Interests 
51. Conflicts of Interests. 
 
This approved training must be completed in the period ending 6 months after the conclusion 
of the local government election. Etheridge Shire Council councillors must complete the 
mandatory training modules by 27 September 2024. Serious penalties may apply for non-
compliance including suspension and dismissal as outlined in sections 120 and 122 of the 
Local Government Act 2009 (LGA). The Department of Housing, Local Government, 
Planning and Public Work’s (the department) chief executive may extend the prescribed 
period if they are satisfied it would be appropriate in the circumstances. 
 
To access the LG Leaders Program and complete the mandatory training, councillors must 
log in to LG Central. The system will identify each councillor who starts the training and will 
record when the training has been completed. 
 
More information about LG Central is provided later in this letter. New councillors or mayors 
will have received an email inviting them to set up a LG Central account. Returning 
councillors and mayors hold accounts already and will have received an email to remind 
them of their account details.  
 
If councillors experience difficulties accessing LG Central or the LG Leaders Program, 
including the mandatory training modules, they should contact lgcentral@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au 
or 3452 7148. 
 
This notice is issued in accordance with section 169A(5)(a) of the LGA and the City of 
Brisbane Act 2010 (CoBA), section 254AA of the Local Government Regulation 2012 and 
section 242AA of the City of Brisbane Regulation 2012. 
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Inductions 
At the start of each new council term, the department offers an induction to all mayors and 
councillors. Your council may have arranged a time and date with our departmental Regional 
Advisors for that induction to occur.  
 
The topics explored in the department’s induction are: 

• Considering what it takes to be an LG Leader, and how to be effective in the role. 

• Councillor obligations – registers of interests, conflicts of interest and the code of conduct. 

• Councillors focus on strategic issues and plans; council staff deal with operational matters. 

• Preparing for and attending council meetings. 

• The obligations of a councillor. 

• Using the LG Leaders Program to support councillors and council staff. 
 
It will provide the opportunity to ask questions about key obligations and establish contact with 
Regional Advisors, who as always, will be available on an ongoing basis to provide support and 
assistance to mayors, councillors and council staff. 
 
LG Central 
LG Central houses much more than the LG Leaders program. It is the online local government 
knowledge centre that provides councillors, council staff and departmental staff with access to 
resources such as online training, policies, and procedures. The portal is designed to support 
councils and includes topics on governance, finance, and compliance to provide information on 
local laws, meeting procedures, reporting and much more. A reminder that if you have any issues 
accessing LG Central, please email lgcentral@dsdilgp.qld.gov.au. 
 
Post-election checklist 
The department has created a post-election checklist as a resource to assist councillors and 
councils with post-election processes. The checklist covers mandatory legislative requirements 
and administrative actions necessary during the initial period of a new council term. The  
post-election checklist can be accessed on LG Central.  
 
Registers of interest 
Under section 201A(2) of the LGA and section 198A(2) of the CoBA, councillors must inform 
their CEO of interests that must be recorded in a register of interests for the councillor and a 
person who is related to the councillor, within 30 days after the day the councillor’s term starts. 
Councillor advisors must also comply with this requirement within 30 days after the advisor is 
appointed. Contravention of this section by a councillor is misconduct that may result in 
disciplinary action. 
 
Election summary returns 
All election participants must lodge an election summary return before 1 July 2024. An election 
summary return is a return given after an election that summarises the total expenditure 
incurred by an election participant and total gifts and loans received or made by an election 
participant. If your councillors do not lodge their election summary return by the due date, they 
will be immediately removed from office. An election summary return must be lodged even if no 
electoral expenditure was incurred, and no gifts or loans were received. 
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1 William Street  

Brisbane  Queensland  4000  

GPO Box 806 Brisbane 

Queensland 4001 Australia 

 
Election summary returns can be lodged online via ECQ’s Electronic Disclosure System (EDS). 
For more information, please see ECQ’s election summary returns factsheet or contact ECQ by 
phone at 1300 881 665 or email at fad@ecq.qld.gov.au. 
 
 
I look forward to working with you throughout the term. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
 
Mark Cridland 
Director-General 
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Monday, 29 April, 2024 
 
 
Mayor Barry Hughes 
CEO Ken Timms 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12,  
St George St  
Georgetown, Qld 4871 
 
 

Re: Advance Cairns Roadmap 2034 

Dear Mayor Hughes & Ken Timms, 

I am writing to provide you with some background on the development of the Advance Cairns 
Roadmap 2034: A Framework to Strengthen FNQ and seek your input into the formation of this 
important project. 
 
 
About the Framework: 
The Roadmap 2034: A Framework to Strengthen FNQ (The Framework) is a ten-year vision for Far North 
Queensland.  It is an Advance Cairns’ Framework informed by stakeholders and sector experts.  It will 
contain key actions to achieve the vision.   
 
The Framework will focus on five key integrated themes of: 

1. Liveability 
2. Our Place in the Region 
3. Sustainability 
4. Diversification and Innovation 
5. Jobs and Skills. 

 
This will provide a high-level roadmap to Advance Cairns and our members to pursue a collective ten-
year vision to achieve the region’s ambition and build a sustainable and bright future for Far North 
Queensland.  Importantly, it will also identify our role in achieving this goal.  
 
The project milestones are: 

• Feedback on the Draft Framework July-October 2024 
• Final Framework to be launched in early 2025. 

 
 
Consistency with other reviews and plans: 
As you are no doubt aware, there are several reviews and plans occurring across our region including: 

• Defence Strategic Review 
• The State review of the Statutory Land Use Plan for FNQ and the Cape 
• The State Infrastructure Plan for FNQ 
• Towards 2050 by Cairns Regional Council (and a number of other regional councils have 

conducted/are conducting Economic Development Strategies) 
• Queensland Jobs and Energy Plan and a raft of engagements arising from the energy 

transition not least being the REZ 
• Federal Government review of Infrastructure 
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• Initial engagement on the Northern Australian White Paper 
 
 
The Advance Cairns Roadmap 2034: A Framework to Strengthen FNQ will consider these plans in its 
development to ensure consistency with key themes and directions.   
 
Engagement undertaken to date: 
Significant focus is being given to input from members and stakeholders in forming the framework. 
The engagement to date includes: 

• Two large group sessions facilitated by Allan Dale Professor of Tropical Regional Development 
at The Cairns Institute, James Cook University and the Chief Scientist for the Cooperative 
Research Centre for Developing Northern Australia (CRCNA). 

• Formation of workgroups for each of the themes.  These small workgroups have met to define 
their workgroup goal and develop goals and objectives for the framework. The workgroups 
are made up of Advance Cairns members and subject matter experts.   

• Engagement with key identified stakeholders. 
 
 
Local Government Consultation: 
Now that the Local Government elections have taken place, Advance Cairns is seeking feedback 
from the Local Governments across our footprint. 
 
Specifically, we would like to invite Mayor Eden and CEO, Mica to a virtual small group workshop with 
other Council areas to gain your feedback. 
 
Attached is a table with each of the Councils in the Advance Cairns Footprint allocated to a small 
group.  We want to collectively seek feedback from you, via these small workgroups.  From the 
engagement work to date, participant feedback has highlighted the value of hearing others' opinions 
and the development of ideas that come from broader conversations. 
 
 
Appointment of Consultant Anne Pleash to facilitate the engagement and develop the framework: 
To develop the framework we have engaged Anne Pleash, from Mission Consulting Solutions to 
develop the strategic plan.   
 
Anne has her own consultancy providing strategic planning, government relations, communications 
and stakeholder engagement services.  She was Chief of Staff to the Federal Member for Kennedy, 
Bob Katter MP for 6.5 years where she worked with all sides of politics in hung and minority 
parliaments.  Prior to this, Anne worked in local government in the Gulf of Carpentaria and then with 
a Fortune 500 consultancy firm providing specialised stakeholder engagement and communications 
services on a variety of projects including infrastructure planning/construction, feasibility studies and 
town planning.  Anne has won a number of national awards for her engagement work, particularly 
with Indigenous communities. 
 
Importantly, Anne is a member of the Advance Cairns Advisory Council and has been engaged in 
this process from the outset as a stakeholder. 

 

NEXT STEPS: 

We would like to invite Mayor Hughes & Ken Timms to a virtual workshop to contribute in more depth 
to the framework. 

We have also extended invitations for the following councils to attend this workshop: 

• Doomadgee Aboriginal Shire Council 
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• Mornington Shire Council 
• Burke Shire Council 
• Carpentaria Shire Council 
• Croydon Shire Council 

Our office manager, Bridey Walsh, will engage with your CEO via a poll to seek preferred dates and 
times for this one-hour virtual workshop between the two weeks of 13-24th May 2024.  Thank you in 
advance for selecting as many times as possible to participate in the workshop; I’m sure you can 
appreciate coordinating so many stakeholders' availability is difficult, but we are very keen to get 
your feedback.   

Thank you in advance for your contribution and Anne and I look forward to seeing you at the 
workshop.  Please don’t hesitate to call me if you have any questions prior. 

This framework is only as good your engagement and insight and we are grateful to you for 
contributing your time. 

 
Best Regards 

 
Jacinta Reddan 
CEO 
Advance Cairns 
 
Cc:  Nick Trompf – Chair, Advance Cairns 
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6 December 2023 

 

The Hon Leanne Linard MP 

Minister for the Environment and the Great Barrier Reef, Minister for Science and Minister for 

Multicultural Affairs 

1 William Street 

BRISBANE QLD 4000 

 

Dear Minister 

 

Proposed Injection of CO2 into the Great Artesian Basin by CTSCo 

 

I write to you on behalf of the 11 member councils of the North West Queensland Regional Organisation 

of Councils Inc. (NWQROC). At our meeting in Burketown on 30 November2024 the following motion was 

passed unanimously: 

“That the NWQROC advise the Queensland and Australian governments of its complete opposition to 

the proposal by CTSCo to undertake an injection test of 330,000 tonnes of  liquid carbon dioxide (C02) 

over three (3) years into the Great Artisan Basin (GAB) west of Moonie in Southern Queensland.” 

 

Members expressed alarm that such a proposal could even be considered.  

 

Councils of the North West are acutely aware of the international, Australian and State based initiatives 

to achieve net zero targets by 2050 and are actively engaged in Queensland’s Energy and Jobs Plan. We 

are also aware of trials and feasibility studies into carbon capture and storage (CCS) projects across the 

nation’s mainland states and the Northern Territory. At this <me, one is opera<onal in Western Australia, 

one has taken a final investment decision and 17 are at feasibility stage including CTSCo and one other in 

Queensland. 

Glencore documents indicate the CTSCo Project is seeking approval to injec<on test up to 330,000 tonnes 

of carbon dioxide into a high-fluoride, brackish water sandstone aquifer at a depth of 2.3 kilometres and 

claims the water in that aquifer is non-potable and that it is geologically isolated from shallower aquifers 

used by the agricultural community. Glencore claims the project will have no impact on current or poten<al 

groundwater users of the GAB and that this view is shared by the Australian Government Independent 

Expert Scien<fic CommiBee (IESC) in a report commissioned by the Queensland Government.   

Conversely, the proposed CTSCo Project has drawn strong cri<cism from concerned property owners in the 

area of the proposed test and rural sector peak bodies such as the Queensland Farmers Federa<on (QFF), 

Agforce, Australian Lot Feeder's Associa<on and CoBon Australia. They dispute the CTSCo claim that it will 

not adversely affect water in other aquifers in the GAB and that the aquifer they propose to inject the CO2 

into is not suitable for agricultural use with one property owner having a licence to drill into that aquifer.  

The QFF have detailed the significance of the GAB contribu<ng approximately $13 billion to the na<onal 

economy each year and being a vital resource to 180,00 people, 7,600 businesses and 120 towns. Whilst 

acknowledging the CCS processes are emerging globally as a poten<al tool to lower emissions, QFF claims 

research shows that its applica<on within a usable water resource is unprecedented and that its use is 

usually in conjunc<on with poor quality, heavily saline forma<ons and depleted oil and gas reservoirs. 
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The QFF also claims the injec<on of “industrial waste” into a usable water resource such as the GAB is 

extremely alarming given its significance to vast areas of rural and remote Queensland - its economy and 

communi<es.   

In the circumstances of the contested science and the extreme risks and poten<al consequences to the 

GAB and those who rely on it, the NWQROC fully supports the calls of these organisa<ons and landholders 

for the State Government not to grant approval to CTSCo to proceed with the three-year trial. To do so 

would at least be irresponsible and perhaps even fool hardy. Such an ac<on in not worth the risk with one 

of Queensland and Australia’s most significant natural and economic assets no less important than the 

Great Barrier Reef.   

For further informa<on please contact Greg Hoffman PSM, Execu<ve Officer of the NWQROC at  

E: nwqroc@carpentaria.qld.gov.au or M: 0418 756 005. 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

Cr Jack Bawden 

Mayor, Carpentaria Shire Council, and 

Chair, North West Queensland Regional Organisa<on of Councils Inc.   

 

Cc Hon Glenn Butcher MP, Minister for Regional Development and Manufacturing, and Minister for Water. 

     Hon ScoB Stewart, Minister for Resources 
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26 April 2024 
 
 
Cr Barry Hughes 
Mayor 
Etheridge Shire Council 
PO Box 12 
Georgetown QLD 4871 
via: mayor@etheridge.qld.gov.au 
 
 
Dear Mayor Hughes 
 
Firstly, congratulations on being elected Mayor of Etheridge Shire Council.  A great achievement 
and recognition of the great passion and drive you have shown to ensure your constituents are 
heard and their key priorities are delivered. 
 
From our many engagements with Council through the Savannah Way, working with Griffith 
University and with Gulf Savannah Development, you are no doubt aware that the visitor economy  
makes a significant contribution to our region, supporting one in five jobs, generating $1.4B in tax 
revenue per annum, funding infrastructure and boosting community pride.  As the Regional 
Tourism Organisation, Tourism Tropical North Queensland is responsible for driving the value and 
long-term benefits of the visitor economy to our communities in partnership with industry and the 
community, through the support of Local Government. 
 
TTNQ congratulates you and your new Councillor colleagues on their election and both my Chair, 
John O’Sullivan and I would very much welcome the opportunity in due course, to meet with you 
and Gulf Savannah Development, and discuss with your Councillors, tourism and its future role in 
supporting a prosperous community for Etheridge Shire. 
 
The support of our community is vital to the future success of the visitor economy.  The visitor 
economy is more than just those coming on holidays, it also includes our visiting friends and 
relatives, international students, working holiday makers and those coming to the region for 
business events.   
 
The TTNQ Board, Team and I look forward to working with you and your Council to ensure the 
community, the environment and the economy can continue to benefit from a thriving visitor 
economy.   
  
Best regards 
 
 
 
Mark Olsen 
Chief Executive Officer 
 
cc: Ken Timms, CEO 
 Neil O’Brien, CEO, Gulf Savannah Development 
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2 May 2024 

Ken Timms 
Chief Executive Officer 
Etheridge Shire Council 

Email: ken.timms@etheridge.qld.gov.au 

Dear Ken, 

l am writing to confirm that at close of nominations we have received a single nomination for
the District 11 - North West representative on the Association's Policy Executive for the
2024-2028 quadrennium.

As a result, no ballot will be required, and I can advise that Cr Greg Campbell has been 
appointed as the Policy Executive representative for District 11  to be effective from 14 June 
2024. 

Thank you for assisting the LGAQ with this important process and if you have any queries, 
please do not hesitate to contact me on 0438 787 038, or Darren Leckenby on 
0488 725 098.  

Yours sincerely 

Alison Smith 
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER
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